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» A Message from the Governor

Over the past couple of weeks, we've welcomed students back to school
across Maryland. As we begin a new school year, it's a good time to
reflect on education’s importance as a ladder of opportunity. A stronger
middle class is not the consequence of economic growth - it is the cause
of economic growth. We must continue to invest in our schools in order to
build the workforce that our 21st century economy demands.

In Maryland, the O’Malley-Brown administration has an eight-year track
record of making smart investments in our schools and in our children.
While 35 states retreated on education funding during the recession, we
are one of only 13 states to increase funding per student -- we invested a
record $6.05 billion in FY 15 funding. We're also making new investments
in quality Pre-K programs to ensure more of our youngest learners will be
ready for the challenges ahead. Working together with students, parents,
teachers, legislators, and school officials across our great state, we've
built the nation's #1 public school system. Education Week Magazine
ranked our public schools #1 in the nation for five years in a row (while
they didn’t name a #1 state this year, we once again earned the top
composite score).

We've also taken steps to make college more affordable for more
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Deep Creek Lake Art & Wine
Festival

September 5-7, Deep Creek Lake
The festival includes wine, regional
artists, children's area, silent auction,
live music, and more!

Harbor Day at the Docks
September 6-7, Ocean City

An innovative family-friendly program
highlighting Ocean City's local
maritime culture and traditions
including seafood-cooking
demonstrations, fish-cleaning
techniques, entertainment, and more.

Defenders Day at North Point
September 6-7, Fort Howard
Commemorate the Battle of North
Point at the annual re-enactment
where British troops invaded in 1814.

The 47th Annual Maryland
Seafood Festival

September 6-7, Annapolis

The 47th Annual Maryland Seafood
Festival celebrates a weekend of
fresh and mouth-watering seafood,
along with a variety of entertainment,
exhibits and activities.

41st Annual Catonsville Arts and
Crafts Festival

September 7, Catonsville

From 10am-5pm, come see hundreds
of artists and crafters competing for
judges' awards. Local businesses,
schools, churches, and civic groups
also exhibit at this community event.

Star-Spangled Spectacular
September 10-16, Baltimore
Celebrate the 200th anniversary of
our National Anthem by seeing tall
ships, Navy ships and the Blue
Angels. Living history
demonstrations, a family fun zone,
live musical performances, and
Chesapeake food and beverage will
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Maryland families. Instead of slashing investments in higher education like
many states have, the O’Malley-Brown Administration worked with the
General Assembly to freeze tuition for four years — the only state to do
so. And since then, we've kept tuition increases to 3% or less for the
University System of Maryland.

Today, our choices are paying off. Both the College Board and the
Washington Post recognize that Maryland is doing more to hold down the
cost of college tuition than any other state in America. The Pew Center on
the States named Maryland one of the top three states in the nation for
upward economic mobility. In 2013, Maryland had the second highest job
creation rate of any state in the Mid-Atlantic region -- faster than both
Pennsylvania and Virginia. And the U.S. Chamber of Commerce named
Maryland #1 for innovation and entrepreneurship three years in a row, and
#1 for STEM jobs.

The O’Malley-Brown Administration has never turned away from
education; today, our students, and the state of Maryland are stronger as
a result.

Thank you,
Governor O'Malley

@ What's happening?
Keeping Marylanders Healthy

As Business Insider detailed, "An Amazing
Healthcare Revolution Is Happening In
Maryland" - where the state has driven down
preventable hospitalizations per 100,000
Marylanders by 11.5% since 2011, exceeding
Governor O'Malley's goal to reduce preventable ..
hospitalizations by 10% by the end of 2015. '

Unnecessary hospital visits represent one of the most preventable public
health challenges facing Maryland and the nation. Governor O'Malley has
been implementing innovative solutions to address this growing problem. In
2014, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) approved
Maryland's all-payer rate-setting system which will improve patient care and
reduce health care costs.

Princeton University health care economist Uwe Reinhardt stated, "This is
without any question the boldest proposal in the United States in the last half
century to grab the problem of cost growth by the horns." Governor O'Malley
has also led the implementation of the Maryland’s Health Information
Exchange (CRISP), which connects Maryland’s physicians, hospitals, and
labs with real-time information ensuring continuity of care for all patients.

While every person should have access to critical care at hospitals, the
O’Malley-Brown Administration is working to keep more people healthy and
reduce the number and length of hospital stays, which in turn reduces costs
for families and our health care systems.

Driving Down Crime

also be available.

2014 ICF Canoe Slalom World
Championships

September 17-21, Deep Creek Lake
This event brings together
Olympic-level athletes from over 35
countries to compete. This is only the
second time in history that this event
has been held in the United States.

National Preparedness Month
September 1-30, Statewide

This month, government agencies,
businesses, community groups,
schools, and families will take part in
events to help promote disaster
preparedness and community
resilience.

For more events around Maryland,
visit the Maryland Tourism Office and
follow @TravelMD on Twitter.

POLL OF THE MONTH

How will you celebrate the 200th
Anniversary of the Star-Spangled
Banner?

MARYLAND TWEETS
EFO”OW us on Twitter!

@GovernorOMalley: This is the
lowest number of total crimes & the
lowest crime rate MD have ever
reported since reporting began in
1975 ow.ly/yXA9P

@GovernorOMalley: Our innovations
to control healthcare costs have been
called "the boldest proposal in the
US.": ow.ly/yXU9D

@StateMaryland: 1st meeting of
Council on @opendata visits
@governoromalley: There's a big
shift nationally & we are on the
forefront.
pic.twitter.com/EfmERp7GIC



Back to School and Winning the Future

Last month, Governor O'Malley announced
that 2013 year-end crime data compiled by
the Maryland State Police shows that violent
crime and property crime in Maryland has
been driven down to the lowest rates since |
1975. Total crime has been driven down 2.3% §
since 2012, with 4,394 fewer crimes
reported. In 2013, the total number of rapes
was driven down by 5.4% with 67 fewer than in 2012.

Upon taking office in 2007, the O'Malley-Brown Administration set a goal
of driving down violent crime by 20% by the end of 2012. Click here to
view the full uniform crime report.

(A | Marylanders on the Move: AmeriCorps
Members and Alums

This year marks the 20th anniversary of
AmeriCorps in Maryland and across the
nation. Since 1994, more than 21,000

AmeriCorps Members have served more than &
28 million hours in our state.

On September 12, new Maryland AmeriCorps
members will be sworn in for the start of
another service year, where they will take on the most pressing needs in
Maryland. From educating students and cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay,
to supporting veterans and military families and providing health services,
members come together for one driving purpose - to get things done for
America.

Click here to learn more about AmeriCorps in Maryland.

** Innovation Maryland: BayBucks wins
inaugural Databay Competition

In last month's DataBay "Reclaim the Bay"
Innovation Challenge, more than 80
scientists, programmers, techies and other
civic hackers came together to create
data-driven applications that increase public
engagement and aid in Chesapeake Bay
restoration.

The Challenge's winner was BayBucks, an application that uses an online
reward system to track and encourage user contributions to a healthier
Chesapeake Bay. The application offers incentives and discounts from
businesses to its users in exchange for the actions they take to improve
the health of the Bay. Using a point system, users are rewarded for
simple actions, such as installing a rain barrel in their yard.

Sponsors of the event included the University of Maryland College of
Computer, Mathematical & Natural Sciences, the University of Maryland's
A. James Clark School of Engineering and the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

@StateMaryland: Are you ready to
celebrate OUR Star Spangled banner
with thousands of your Maryland
friends? Sept 10-16 #MDPride

@StarSpangled200: Star Spangled
Spectacular's schedule of events is
up! ow.ly/zpnFz

Hashtag of the Month: During
September, use #MDStarSpangled to
share how you're celebrating the
200th birthday of our national
anthem.

Congratulate AmeriCorps: On
September 12, Twitter users around
the country will send a message to
AmeriCorps congratulating them on
their 20th Anniversary. Sign up on
Thunderclap to send a message from
your Twitter account.

- MARYLAND VIDEOS

[ You |
Follow us on YouTube!

September 11-28 is the time to
choose a Day to Serve - a regional
and interdenominational collaboration
between Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia, and the District of Columbia.
To learn more, or to sign up to
volunteer, visit www.daytoserve.org.
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